CLIMATE RESPONSE STRATEGIES FACT SHEET
Index

1.- Climate agreements
2.- IPCC working group 3
3.- Targets - discussion. International targets set by governments. Greta analysis. Extinction
Rebellion stance. Climate Save position.
4.- Policy - individual change, system change. Reforestation, carbon tax, subsidies. Warning labels. Public education policies. Grants for green initiatives.
5.- City action plans
6.- Shifting away from animal to plant based food system

1.- Climate Agreements

In 1992, at the Rio Summit governments adopted the UNFCC: the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change. In 1997, they agreed to the Kyoto Protocol. The Paris Agreement, also part of the
UNFCC, was signed to in 2016. Each year the Conference of parties (COP) meet. The COP is meeting
in Madrid, Spain on December 2-13, 2019.

At the Polish COP meeting in 2018, vegan activists put together a panel on the role of animal agriculture. See the video here… [provide link]

2.- IPCC Working Group 3
WG III focuses on climate change mitigation, assessing methods for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and removing greenhouse gases from the atmosphere. These include energy, transport, buildings, industry, waste management, agriculture, forestry, and other forms of land management. The
last IPCC WG 3 report was in 2014 and the next one is in 2021.
“Examples of healthy and sustainable diets are high in coarse grains, pulses, fruits and vegetables, and
nuts and seeds; low in energy-intensive animal-sourced and discretionary foods (such as sugary beverages) and with a carbohydrate threshold.”, page 6. lines 44-46 https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2019/08/2f.-Chapter-5_FINAL.pdf

3.- Targets
In 1992, the UNFCCC set as its initial goal. The UNFCCC objective is to "stabilize greenhouse gas
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system". The framework sets non-binding limits on greenhouse gas emissions
for individual countries and contains no enforcement mechanisms. Instead, the framework outlines
how specific international treaties (catlled "protocols" or "Agreements") may be negotiated to specify
further action towards the objective of the UNFCCC
The Kyoto Protocol set targets for individual industrialized states. It “commits 37 industrialized
countries and the European Union to the so-called Kyoto target of reducing their greenhouse gas
emissions by an average of 5% against 1990 levels, over the 2008-2012 period.”
“The Paris Agreement's long-term temperature goal is to keep the increase in global average temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels; and to pursue l.efforts to limit the increase to 1.5
°C, recognizing that this would substantially reduce the risks and impacts of climate change.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Agreement

4.- Policy related to animal agriculture
Subsidies
- Nearly a fifth of the EU's budget goes on livestock farming, says Greenpeace. (Source: …)
- Under the Paris climate agreement, the EU and its member states have committed to reduce emissions in the European Union by at least 40% by 2030. The EU’s farming sector has shown no decline
in emissions since 2010, with meat and dairy estimated to be responsible for 12-17% of total greenhouse gas emissions.

- Yet the EU continues to pay out an estimated £24bn of taxpayer money – nearly a fifth of the EU’s
total budget – to support livestock farms across Europe, the majority of which are climate-intensive.
- “Instead of pouring billions of euros into industrial farms that drive climate change, the EU must
support farmers tto produce less and better meat, and to provide meat and dairy alternatives,” said
Greenpeace’s EU agriculture policy director, Marco Contiero
125 million hectares (308 million acres) of land in Europe is used to graze animals or produce feed
– this includes more than 60% of arable land that could otherwise be used to grow plant foods
directly for human consumption.
- Intensively raised animals are given specialised feeds, including soy and wheat, that fatten them up
faster, rather than by grazing on grasslands.
- This land, and other targeted subsidies for animals, is worth between €28-€32bn (£24-£27.9bn) in
CAP direct payments per year for the animal farming sector, 18-20% of the EU’s total budget.
- CAP must respond to the massive impacts the animal agriculture sector has on nature, the climate
and public health, and to reverse the current trend of farming intensification that it helped create.

5.- City Action Plans
14 major cities have signed the "C40 Good Food Cities Declaration," The signatory cities are Barcelona, Copenhagen, Guadalajara, Lima, London, Los Angeles, Milan, Oslo, Paris, Quezon City,
Seoul, Stockholm, Tokyo, Toronto. The pledge was made at the C40 World Mayors Summit in
Copenhagen in October 2019. The participating cities serve 500 million meals per year in schools,
hospitals, and other public buildings, and are improving availability and affordability of nutritious
and sustainable food for their 64 million citizens.
As part of a Climate Action Plan to affect food served in public buildings, the program aims to promote plant based foods and eliminate food waste. The program uses the “Planetary Health Diet”
committing to support an overall increase of healthy plant-based food consumption (ideally
sourced from organic agriculture) and a shift away from meat and dairy, as well as from highly processed and other unhealthy foods.
“Food is among the largest drivers of global environmental change contributing to climate change,
biodiversity loss, freshwater use, interference with the global nitrogen and phosphorus cycles, and
land-system change. Research shows that, without substantial changes, greenhouse gas emissions
from the food sector will increase by 38% by 2050. The world is in a climate crisis, causing
droughts, floods, and desertification, reducing our ability to feed everyone on the planet.” (www.c40.org)

6.- Shifting away from animal to plant based food system

Animal-based foods require far more land, water and energy to produce than fruits and vegetables,
and create far more harmful greenhouse gas emissions. Processed plant-based meats such Beyond
Meat also require far fewer resources and create far fewer emissions.
Their findings sync with a 2018 Oxford study by Joseph Poore hailed as the largest and most comprehensive study to date of the environmental impacts of different forms of farming, whose researchers
concluded, "even the very lowest impact meat and dairy products still cause much more environmental harm than the least sustainable vegetable and cereal growing."
That message is also echoed by the World Resources Institute, which notes, "Even the most efficiently
produced beef is going to be a lot more impactful from a land use or greenhouse gas perspective than
the least efficient plant-based protein."
- Limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels as this will significantly reduce the risks and impacts of climate change.
- Limiting global temperature increases to 1.5C would significantly decrease levels of
food insecurity, water shortages, destruction of infrastructure, and displacement from
sea level rise.
- Increase the level of support to developing countries to enable them to develop and
lift their people out of poverty.

- Loss and damage resulting from climate change will only worsen with further warming with much greater losses at 2C than at 1.5C. Countries like the least developed
countries that are worst affected by the devastating impacts of climate change will bear
the greatest cost from the damage it causes, despite contributing the least to the problem. This injustice must be addressed by the international community through the
provision of support for dealing with loss and damage.
- There is a need to take advantage of the increasing availability of affordable, renewable and efficient energy solutions, rapidly reduce the use of fossil fuels, with coal
phased out by mid-century, preserve and restore forests and soils, promote sustainable
agriculture and implement other real climate solutions that together can bring about
a zero-carbon economy.
- Planting new forests can remove carbon from the atmosphere, as can using plants’
biomass for energy with carbon capture and storage technology.
- Animal products create more greenhouse gas emissions than the entire transportation sector.
- The four highest impact things an individual can do to tackle the planetary crisis are:
have fewer children; live car-free; avoid air travel; and eat a plant-based diet.
- Of those four high-impact actions, only plant-based eating immediately addresses
methane and nitrous oxide, the most urgently important greenhouse gases.
- The average world citizen needs to shift to a plant-based diet in order to prevent catastrophic, irreversible environmental damage. The average US and UK citizen must
consume 90% less beef and 60% less dairy.
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