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There can be 7,000 to 30,000 animals per ship for medium capacity ships 
and as high as 120,000 sheep or 25,000 cows for the largest carriers. The jour-
neys in the sea can take from 2 to 30 days depending on their origin, their 
destination and the speed of the ship. Many animals don't survive the trip 
and are thrown out to the sea – some of them still alive. Many get injured 
because of the movement of the ship and because they're so close to each 
other – breaking horns, legs, getting blinded by other's horns or even due to 
the presence of accumulated ammonia inside the compartment. Inside ships 
in the high seas, the animals urinate and defecate in the same spot together 
with their friends - their bodies get covered with feces which makes their 
body temperature rise, and many will have fever, diarrhea and vomit.

Arriving at their final destination, many animals will arrive injured and sick. 
The cows that are too injured to walk will be taken using a crane – sometimes 
only by hanging on one leg. Afterwards all animals are taken into a quaran-
tine holding area as a filter zone – for a period of 8 days. The sick and 
injured ones that don’t survive will be left there to die in pain without receiv-
ing any help or assistance. The survivors will be taken into feeding lots for a 
few months if they are younger than 12/18 months or to the slaughterhouse 
if they have reached adulthood. 

Join Save’s Ban Live Export Vigils
The Animal Save Movement’s campaign to ban live exports and promote 
veganism entails the strategy of bearing witness. If we adhere to our moral 
obligation to bear witness to the live export trade, we can put an end to it. 
At port animal vigils, we offer the animals love and kindness before they 
enter the ship and document their lives as much as possible. Vigils can last 
several hours or even a day depending on the size of the ship. We reach out 
to the drivers and distribute leaflets explaining why we are fighting for them.

Without footage the public will never know what happens to these animals 
and the live animal export industry will continue to grow. The more people 
bearing witness to the victims, the more animal lives can be saved by people 
going vegan and putting increased pressure on politicians to not supply 
these industries with subsidies. Animal Save Movement’s mission is both 
individual diet change and plant-based food system change. 

Documenting injuries and making official complaints to government 
bodies has sparked public outcries and generated media coverage. During 
your presence at live exports ports you may witness the repeated abuse 
inflicted on animals during the loading process. Animals are often beaten 
with sticks, kicked, and tortured with an electrical rod. It's not enough for 
us to stop the torture, we are fighting to end the trade and end specie-
sism. With increased awareness, veganism is growing exponentially and 
people are choosing more and more a compassionate lifestyle. 

THE LIVE EXPORT PROCESS 
Animals are born into factory farms 
From the age of 3 weeks they can be exported by sea – common 
in Lithuania and Hungary (animals are then sent through Slove-
nia, Croatia or Romania) 
They are transported by land into feeding lots/quarantine areas 
before embarking, where they can stay for a period of a week – 
journeys may take from hours to 7 days 
Afterwards they are transported by land to the ports 
Travel may take hours to a couple of days – they can be forced to 
wait for long periods in queues at the ports – during summer 
months the temperature inside the trucks may reach over 50 
degrees and many will be without food or water 
After arriving at their port, they often endure upto 50 hours 
further travel by land to slaughterhouses.

 
LIVE EXPORT TRADE IS A GROWING INDUSTRY IN THE FACE CLIMATE CHAOS
With the shortage of water in many regions, there is a growing export trade 
of cows, sheep and goats from Europe and North America into Asian and 
Middle Eastern countries. In many countries the animals are tortured 
before being slaughtered, having their tendons cut, and their eyes perforat-
ed so they can't run away. European Union countries have exported over 
4.5 million animals to non-EU countries in 2017. 

Animals are literally cooked from the inside-out during the summer 
months.  Most of them will struggle to reach for food and water, because the 
supply is only on one side of the square stable where they are held. Summer 
months are the worse, for example in Australia and the Middle East, where 
temperatures can reach up to 45 degrees Celsius inside these ships. Animals 
are literally cooked from inside-out. 
 
The animals arrive at their destination sick, malnourished, dehydrated 
and wounded. They never receive assistance of  any kind. They suffer 
from broken legs and horns, perforated eyes, infections, and so on... and 
there isn't one vet to help them suffer less. Afterwards their beaten and still 
forced to walk to the kill room.


